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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 30, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Service
We value freedom and strive to protect freedoms. But do we truly understand 
freedom? Freedom for many means doing what you want without control or 
coercion. Jesus helps us to understand true freedom: “If you hold to my teaching, 
you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (Gospel). Jesus says that you will never be free by living however you 

want. Take that attitude towards life and you'll be a slave. You'll only be free—spiritually, 
emotionally, eternally—“If you hold to my teaching” and therefore “know the truth.” 

A key principle Martin Luther established through the Reformation is sola scriptura, Scripture 
alone. Luther thought it was the answer to all of life’s fundamental questions. On what basis is 
a belief or practice justified or rejected? Scripture alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of truth? 
Scripture alone. Heirs of the Reformation still bind themselves to Scripture. Does restricting 
ourselves in this manner curtail freedom? Just the opposite is true. God’s divinely inspired truth 
brings freedom. It frees us from slavery to sinful delusions, the burden of guilt, and any earthly 
power. This week we see that when we willingly bind ourselves to truth, Jesus keeps his promise. 
The truth sets us free.
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The Service: Setting Five
Setting Five is not in the hymnal; use this worship folder and the screens to follow the order of service.

Welcome

Hymn 865 O Lord, Take Pity Once You’ve Seen
Please stand for the final verse.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dialogue Excerpts from Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses and related Bible verses
When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” 
he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance. Thesis 1

Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 

According to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. Psalm 51:1-2

Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have 
indulgence letters will be eternally condemned, together with their teachers. Thesis 32

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue
to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Galatians 3:10

Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, 
even without indulgence letters. Thesis 36

Praise the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—

who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases.

He does not treat us as our sins deserve,
or repay us according to our iniquities.

For as far as the east is from the west,
So far has he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:2,3,10,12
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Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of 
Christ and the church. This is given to him by God, even without indulgence letters. Thesis 37

A righteousness from God, 
apart from law, has been made known,

to which the Law and the Prophets testify.
This righteousness from God comes through faith 

in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 
There is no difference, for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified freely by his grace

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through faith in his blood. Romans 3:21-25

The true treasure of the church is 
the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God. Thesis 62

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand.

And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2

Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their head, 
through penalties, death, and hell, and thus be confident 
of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than 
through the false security of peace. Theses 94 & 95

Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,
so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while,

will himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm and steadfast.

To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:13 & 5:10-11
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Glory to God in the Highest

Text: Michael D. Schultz. Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them 
against all their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34
The new covenant of God is based on his freeing forgiveness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 46E If God Is for Us
Please join to sing the refrain.

1 God is our refuge and our strength, an ever present aid,
and therefore, though the earth be moved, we will not be afraid;
though hills into the seas be cast, though foaming waters roar,
the LORD of hosts is by our side, a refuge strong and sure. Refrain

2 A river flows whose streams make glad the city of our God,
the holy dwelling of the LORD, the place of God’s abode.
Since God is in the midst of it, our safety is secure;
the LORD of hosts is by our side, a refuge strong and sure. Refrain

3 Behold the wondrous deeds of God, who causes wars to cease,
the weapons of the strong destroyed, God brings abiding peace.
“Be still and know that I am God, exalted evermore;”
the LORD of hosts is by our side, a refuge strong and sure. Refrain

Text: James Chepponis. Tune: James Chepponis. Text and tune: © 2004 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading Galatians 5:1–6
Stand firm in the freedom of Christ!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Choir Anthem Freedom In You
 
Stand

Gospel John 8:31–36
The truth of the gospel sets people free.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 863 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Sermon

Stand

Te Deum Laudamus 953 Holy God, We Praise Your Name
1 Holy God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we bow before you.

All on earth your scepter claim; all in heav’n above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain, everlasting is your reign.

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim, in unceasing chorus praising,
fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: “Holy, holy, holy Lord!”

3 All apostles join the strain as your sacred name they hallow;
prophets swell the glad refrain, and the white-robed martyrs follow,
and from morn to set of sun through the Church the song goes on.

4 You are King of glory, Christ, Son of God, yet born of Mary,
for us sinners sacrificed, on the cross our sins did carry;
first to break the bars of death, you have opened heav’n to faith.

5 Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name you,
though in essence only one, undivided God we claim you,
and, adoring, bend the knee while we own the mystery.

Text: tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–1900, alt.; German version, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774, abr.; Latin, c. 4th cent. Text: Public domain

Be seated
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Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Gracious God, in mercy you sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to redeem us from 
sin and rescue us from hell. Through your Scriptures and by your Spirit, you have brought us 
to faith in your Son and have assured us that Christ has fully completed the work of our 
salvation. When guilt grieves our consciences and shame crushes our confidence, use your 
Word to encourage and comfort our souls with the good news of your unconditional love.
Lead us to rejoice in the message of forgiveness through faith alone in Christ Jesus. 

Almighty God, in the face of pressure to compromise their confession, you emboldened Martin 
Luther and the Lutheran reformers to take a firm stand on the truths of Scripture. Through 
their clear confession of faith, you restored the gospel to your church and have preserved this 
truth among us. Give us courage to boldly confess our faith in the classroom, the workplace, 
the community, and to everyone we meet who needs to hear the truth of your Word. 
Use our confession to bring faith in your Son to hearts who do not yet believe in you.
 
Eternal God, you have promised to preserve and protect your church in every age. Even when 
it appeared that the enemies of the gospel had silenced your truth, you kept your people 
faithful to you and your Word. Bless all who face hardships for their faith with an added 
measure of your Holy Spirit so that they do not lose heart as they bear their crosses. 
Fix our eyes on your Son and the sure promise of eternal life in heaven’s glory.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Hear the prayers we have spoken with our lips and the prayers we offer in our hearts, and 
answer them according to your gracious will. Increase our trust in your wisdom that we may 
rest secure in the plans you have for our lives; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.
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Musical Offering My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Hymn 641 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done   
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions 

1. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. God had established a covenant with the Israelites at Mount Sinai. 
If they would keep his law, he would be their God.  However, they broke that covenant 
again and again. In what ways would the new covenant of the Lord be different from the 
old? A renewed and restored human will that’s perfectly in step with God’s will begins in 
time but is completed in eternity. In what ways have you seen glimpses of both this 
transformed will and still-existing imperfections in your life?

2. Read Galatians 5:1-6. The Christians in the ancient Greek city of Galatia had been set free 
by Christ. However, that freedom was under pressure. A group of false teachers was 
attempting to get them to give up their freedom and once again submit to the slavery of 
the law in circumcision. Although not being pressured to obtain salvation through 
circumcision, external pressures will always attempt to influence us. List some modern day 
pressures present in your life. In what ways does the freedom we have in Christ allow us to 
“stand firm” against these pressures?

3. Read John 8:31-36. In your experience, how does our world today understand freedom? In 
what ways does Jesus’ understanding of freedom contradict most worldly ideas about it? 
(hint: see verses 31 and 32) How would you explain these differences to a 1st grader? For 
what reasons does this Christian understanding of freedom bring actual joy, comfort, and 
peace?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Terminal Illness and End of Life Issues
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Call Meeting Set Nov. 1 | 6:00 PM 

We are holding a call meeting this  Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 6:00 pm to call a principal.  Mr. John Melso 
has expressed a desire to teach full-time and will step down as principal at the end of this school 
year. Please note that this meeting is at 6:00 pm.  Please keep our school and staff in your prayers 
as we go through this calling process.

Correction: In a recent update about calling for a new principal and how that could potentially 
affect our current teaching staff, a sentence of that article stated that Mrs. Destinee Fiecko would 
move into the 1st-2nd grade room. That was said a little too strongly; a more accurate way to 
speak is that she has expressed a willingness to move into that classroom, should that be deemed 
as what is best for the students, teachers, and school as a whole. Internal conversations are being 
had, but nothing is set in stone other than the fact that we are calling for a new principal. Even 
more set in stone are the promises of God that he will continue to work through his Word to 
bless and strengthen his Church. May he continue to do so in the coming weeks, months, and 
years!

Don’t’ Miss the Fun!  
This Monday is our Trunk-or-Treat. There will be treats 
and games for the kids plus chili and warm drinks for 
everyone. Even if you did not sign up, we would love for 
you to park your car in our lot and give out treats. The 
weatherman says it will be a warm day, so you shouldn’t 
have to bundle up too much. Hope to see you there! 

Be a Table Hostess Dec. 4 | 6:00 PM

We need table hostesses for this year’s Advent by 
Candlelight celebration, which will take place on Sunday, 
Dec. 4 at 6:00 pm. A table hostess decorates a table and 
makes those at her table feel welcome.  Hostess signup 
sheets can be found in the Welcome Center. 
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Help with Soup Making 
On Wednesday, Nov. 2, the Willing Workers will 
be making potato soup for the Craft & Bake Sale.  
Your help with peeling potatoes and carrots would 
be appreciated. Please meet in the cafeteria at 
1:30pm.

Bring in Your Items for the Sale
Donations to the Craft and Bake Sale can be 
brought to the cafeteria this Friday, Nov. 4.

Shop the Sale
The Annual Craft & Bake Sale is next Saturday and 
Sunday. Home-made goodies of all types will be 
available. Come early for the best selection. 
Proceeds help fund special projects around the 
church and school.

Hymnal Workday Nov. 5 | 10:00 AM

On the same morning as the Craft & Bake Sale, you can volunteer to help with the process of 
removing the old red hymnals from the pews, breaking in some new blue hymnals, and putting 
the new hymnals in the pews. With lots of help, this should only take a couple of hours. So make 
it a two-for-one; shop at little at the sale and then help a little at the hymnal work day! We were 
able to purchase these new hymnals due to an estate gift.

Veteran Day Observance Nov. 9 | 8:55 AM

Military service veterans are invited to our school’s chapel service on Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 8:55 
am as the school observes Veterans Day. We would like to honor you and thank God for sacrifice 
and service. Your presence may inspire a young person to consider military service in the future. 
Hope you can attend.

The children will be sending out thank you letters to veterans. If you are new to our congregation 
and are a veteran, please share that information with the church office, so the school can include 
you in their mailing list. 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm 
then. 

- Galatians 5:1
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Help with Mission Event in Kronenwetter Dec. 17 | 5:00 PM

Do you enjoy singing Christmas carols or serving cookies? What about donning a Shepherd’s 
crook and cloak? The Kronenwetter Mission Core Group is urgently seeking carolers, greeters, 
and actors for “The Greatest Gift,” a live outdoor nativity. This event will be a wonderful outreach 
opportunity to share the message of Jesus, our Savior, with the Kronenwetter community. The 
rehearsal will take place Dec. 11, 2-4 pm and the main event will be Dec. 17, 5 pm-9 pm both at 
Northland Lutheran High School.  The group would like all helpers to sign up by Nov. 18.  For 
more details and to sign up, text/email Guy Russ at 715-297-1106 or grussmobile@yahoo.com. 

Give to the food pantry
Thank you to everyone who has given to St. Paul’s in-house food pantry.  We are still short on a 
few items, if you are moved, please look for these things on your next shopping trip.  They are: 
complete pancake mix (uses water only), syrup, oatmeal, crackers, boxed potatoes, instant 
mashed potatoes, and baked beans.

Help with the Community Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 23 & 24

Help is needed on Nov. 23 & 24 to prepare, serve, and deliver meals as part of the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner hosted at our church. Clean up help is also needed. We are doing carry out 
only meals, with delivery to qualifying individuals, on Thanksgiving Day between 11:00 am and 
1:00 pm. Each of the last two Thanksgivings, we have served over 500 meals, so this is a much 
needed ministry in our community. Please consider volunteering by contacting Nicole Sukow at 
715-572-4629.  

This ministry provides a traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner to those who either can’t afford one or have 
difficulty preparing large meals. There is no cost to the 
recipients; all costs are covered by donations. To 
receive a meal, individuals must call 715-575-9610 
between Nov. 7 and Nov. 14 (9:00 am-4:00 pm) to 
make a reservation. A pick up time will be assigned 
when you make your reservation. Home delivery is 
available to those living in senior/assisted living 
centers, those who are homebound, and those who 
receive Meals on Wheels. 

We will also need donations of cookies and bars. Be 
sure they are sturdy items that will hold their share 
well during transport.  Unfortunately, that means no 
pies. We also ask that no items contain nuts. 
Donations can be brought to the kitchen on Nov. 23.
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CMO Update  

The Christian church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, is responding to a worse disaster than what 
is caused by storm or disease: sin and death along with Satan’s temptations. Jesus graciously 
defeated these enemies for us with his holy life under the law, innocent suffering and death in 
our place, and resurrection from the dead. We share his good news of forgiveness and eternal 
life in part through the work of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). Each month 
we set aside a portion of our gifts to enable WELS to prepare future gospel ambassadors and are 
God’s word throughout the world. Through the end of September these gifts totaled $26,5112.42. 
We also have occasional special offerings like on Epiphany or for Ukraine. These gifts have 
totaled $3,210.00. Plus individual members have sent gifts totaling $2,050.00 directly to WELS. 
We praise and thank God for making us willing to give to the important work of the WELS.

Volunteers Sought for Christmas for Kids 
Christmas for Kids will be held on Saturday, Dec. 10, 9:00-111:45 am. Help is need with games, 
music, bible lesson, music and more. See the signup sheet on the Ministry Table, or use the link 
in the Sunday Sneak Peek email.

Upcoming events
Nov. 6 ~ All Saints Sunday 
Nov. 9 ~ Veterans Day Observance
Nov. 23 ~ Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Nov. 24 ~ Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Nov. 26 ~ Decorating for Christmas

Special Prayers This Week:
 Rebecca and Alistair Whitley were blessed with a healthy baby boy, Sebastian 

Alistair Whitley.
 Barb Manz will have back surgery on Nov. 8.
 Barb’s nephew, Kyle Endries will have surgery for thyroid cancer on Nov. 4.
 Todd Ferkey’s brother, Sheldon, is having health issues.
   

  

  

   

  

  

 



SUNDAY,
NOV. 6
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Calendar October 30–November 6

Sunday          8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Monday 4:30 PM Trunk-or-Treat

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony 

6:00 PM Call Meeting in the sanctuary
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings  

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
1:30 PM Soup Making in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Saturday 9:00 AM Craft & Bake Sale in the cafeteria
10:00 AM Hymnal Workday

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the Resource Center
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Craft & Bake Sale in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Craft & Bake Sale in the cafeteria

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  248

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 301,998
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 218,762

Mortgage Balance $1,086,495
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